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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF THEATRE 

2011 Annual Meeting and Retreat for 

Administrators of Theatre Programs in Higher Education 
 

 

(Floor numbers follow the meeting room name) 
  

 

Wednesday, March 23 
 

3:30 p.m.- BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  Museum A (2) 

8:00 p.m. AND DINNER 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 24 

 
8:00 a.m.- REGISTRATION Bunker Hill Foyer (2) 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

8:00 a.m.- COMMISSION ON ACCREDITATION Bradbury/Rose (2) 

12:00 noon (Commission members only.) 

 

 

12:00 noon- BOARD OF DIRECTORS LUNCHEON MEETING Museum A (2) 

2:30 p.m. 

 

 

12:30 p.m.- ORIENTATION FOR NEWCOMERS TO NAST Hershey/Crocker (2) 

1:10 p.m. 

This session will provide an orientation to the resources and operations of NAST, 

with special attention to the benefits and responsibilities of accredited institutional 

Membership. An emphasis will be on ways the Association and its work assist 

administrators in many aspects of fulfilling their local responsibilities.  

 

Gus Ripa, Lehigh University  

Karen P. Moynahan, NAST National Office 

 

 

1:15 p.m.- BRIEFING: NAST ADMINISTRATIVE Bunker Hill (2) 

2:15 p.m. SUPPORT RESOURCES 

 

NAST has a number of resources used by institutions to assist in the formulation 

of local proposals and policies. This session will enumerate and explain the 

purpose of several sets of information. Areas of discussion include faculty work, 

promotion, tenure; the duties of administrators; planning and futures analysis; 

assessment; and explaining the principles, aspirations, and methods associated 

with quality developments in theatre. 

 

 Teresa Ricciardi, NAST National Office 
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Thursday (continued) 
 

1:15 p.m.- COMPLETING AND SUBMITTING Hershey/Crocker (2)  

2:15 p.m. THE HEADS DATA SURVEY 

 

This session will provide an in-depth review of procedures for online 

submission of the HEADS Data Survey for degree-granting institutions. 

Primarily intended for first-time participants, this section-by-section overview of 

the Survey will explain in detail the Survey submission process, types of data 

collected, and how to calculate certain figures. On Saturday morning, there will 

be a session at 8:00 a.m. in this same room on how to use HEADS statistical 

data for institutional planning and projections. 

 

Mark Marion, NAST National Office 

 

 

2:30 p.m.- OPENING GENERAL SESSION Bunker Hill (2) 

2:50 p.m. 

Welcome 

Announcements 

Report of the President 

 

 

3:00 p.m.- CALIFORNIA THEATRE ON THE EDGE #1 Bunker Hill (2) 

4:10 p.m. 

Experimental California theatre on stage will be the featured topic as creators 

and producers who extend boundaries share their ideas and their perspectives on 

professional education and training. 

 

 Presenters: Michael John Garcés, Cornerstone Theater Company  

   Travis Preston, California Institute of the Arts  

  Jose Luis Valenzuela, University of California, Los Angeles 

  

 Moderator: Travis Preston, California Institute of the Arts 

 

http://www.cornerstonetheater.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=94#garces
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Thursday (continued) 
  

4:20 p.m.- CALIFORNIA THEATRE ON THE EDGE #2 Bunker Hill (2) 

5:30 p.m. 

Native Voices at the Autry is the country’s only Equity theatre company 

dedicated exclusively to producing new works by Native American playwrights. 

Native Voices, which provides a supportive, collaborative setting for Native 

theatre artists from across North America, was established in 1993 and became 

the resident theater company at the Autry National Center in 1999. It is widely 

respected in both the Native American and theatre communities for its 

breakthrough plays and diverse programming which highlight unique points of 

view within the more than 500 Native American nations in North America. 

Deeply committed to both developing new works by beginning, emerging, and 

established Native playwrights from across North America and seeing them 

fully realized, Native Voices has presented fully staged productions of 18 

critically acclaimed new plays, including 13 world premieres; 7 playwrights 

retreats; 13 new play festivals; and more than 100 workshops and public staged 

readings of new plays. Native Voices is led by Founder/Producing Artistic 

Director Randy Reinholz (Choctaw) and Founder/Producing Executive Director 

Jean Bruce Scott. The theatre maintains successful long-term relationships with 

New York’s Public Theater, Native American Public Telecommunications 

(NAPT), Washington’s Kennedy Center, the National Museum of the American 

Indian, and La Jolla Playhouse.   

 

 Presenters: Randy Reinholz, San Diego State University  

      Jean Bruce Scott, Native Voices at the Autry 

 

      Members of the Company 

 

    Moderator: Dan Carter, University of Pennsylvania 

 

 

  

5:30 p.m.- PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION IN HONOR Bunker Hill Foyer (2) 

6:30 p.m.  OF FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES  

 (Cash Bar) 

 

 

5:45 p.m.- HEARING: STANDARDS FOR UNDERGRADUATE Crocker (2) 

7:00 p.m. DEGREES IN DESIGN/TECHNOLOGY 

 

 Moderator: Bob Willenbrink, Missouri State University  

 Recorder: Mark Marion, NAST National Office 

 

 

6:00 p.m.- WORKSHOP FOR VISITING EVALUATORS Rose (2) 

8:00 p.m. (By invitation only.) 
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Friday, March 25 

 
8:00 a.m.- REGISTRATION Bunker Hill Foyer (2) 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

8:30 a.m.- SECOND GENERAL SESSION: Bunker Hill (2) 

9:15 a.m. PLENARY BUSINESS MEETING 

 

Call to Order 

Quorum 

Minutes 

Agenda 

Reports: Committee on Ethics 

 Commission on Accreditation 

 Treasurer 

 Executive Director 

Election 

Appreciation 

New Business 

Adjournment 

 

 

9:20 a.m.- STUDENTS AND THE FUTURE: Bunker Hill (2) 

12:00 noon FILM AND TELEVISION / VIDEO GAMES 

 

9:20 a.m.- FILM AND TELEVISION 

10:45 a.m. 

Where are film and television headed, and what should be done to prepare 

students to work in a dynamic and multifaceted industry? Explanations will 

include the natures of stories and scriptwriting, and opportunities in film, 

television, acting, directing, and design. Specific perspectives on career entry will 

be exchanged – for example, the sequence from playwriting to television series to 

producer. 

 

 Presenters: Rosalind Ayres, Jarvis & Ayres Productions  

   Michael Hackett, University of California, Los Angeles  

 Laura Karpman, University of California, Los Angeles 

 Deborah Landis, University of California, Los Angeles 

 Matt Pelfrey, University of California, Los Angeles 

  

 Moderator: Michael Hackett, University of California, Los Angeles 
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Friday (continued) 
 

  

9:20 a.m.- STUDENTS AND THE FUTURE: Bunker Hill (2) 

12:00 noon FILM AND TELEVISION / VIDEO GAMES (continued) 

 

10:55 a.m.- VIDEO GAMES 

12:15 p.m. 

Are there clear directions for the immediate future of the video games industry? 

What kinds of preparation are needed for basic professional interaction with this 

field? What is entry level 1? What specific knowledge and skills are needed? 

How are students entering these professions after graduation? What are the 

relationships with the age-old elements of theatre education and training? What 

kinds of education and experience help students apply these elements to new 

forms? 

 

 Jack Lew, Laguna College of Art and Design  

   

  

12:15 p.m.- LUNCHEON FOR THE ASSOCIATION Watercourt (2) 

1:45 p.m. 

 Speaker: Nicholas Meyer, Los Angeles, CA 

          

   Moderator: Alan MacVey, University of Iowa 

 

 

2:00 p.m.- THE ECONOMIC CRISIS AND THEATRE Bunker Hill (2) 

3:45 p.m. IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

This session will continue and deepen the discussion begun in 2010. Beginning 

with a brief reminder of how we got where we are, focus areas will include up-

coming possibilities and expectations; specific impacts on higher education, the 

arts, and theatre in higher education; and strategic decision-making issues that 

administrators will face. The session will conclude with the exchange of questions 

and ideas. 

 

 Presenter: Ben Passty, University of Cincinnati 

 Moderator: Dan Carter, Pennsylvania State University 

 

 
2:00 p.m.- WORKSHOP: Bradbury/Rose (2) 

5:00 p.m. PREPARING FOR NAST ACCREDITATION 

 

This workshop is especially designed for those institutions that will host 

evaluation visits in the next two years. All interested persons, however, are 

welcome. 

 

Karen P. Moynahan, NAST National Office 
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Friday (continued) 
  

3:45 p.m.- ROUNDTABLES BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION 

5:15 p.m. (Please note:  Institutions offering more than one type of program should choose 

a roundtable based on their current primary interest.) 

 

These sessions will provide attendees with an opportunity to pose specific issues 

and questions for consideration by the entire group. Discussions may follow up 

on topics introduced in earlier sessions, and additional topics may be brought 

forth from the floor. Discussion comments and issues gathered by session 

Recorders will be considered by the NAST Board of Directors in the future 

work of the Association. The fundamental purpose of each Roundtable is to 

share issues and expertise across a broad range of topics germane to each type of 

institution and to theatre in higher education. Participants may attend the session 

of choice. 

 

 (1) NON-DEGREE-GRANTING Olvera (4) 

 

 Moderator: J. Steven White, Stella Adler Studio of Acting 

 Recorder:  Joe Wengert, Upright Citizens Brigade Improv and Sketch 

   Comedy Training Center, Los Angeles 

 

 (2) UNDERGRADUATE (A) Museum A (2) 

 

Primarily for institutions that offer only liberal arts (B.A./B.S.) 

baccalaureate programs. 

 

 Moderator:  King David Godwin, Grambling State University 

 Recorder: Lia Hansen, Vanguard University of Southern California 

 
 (3) UNDERGRADUATE (B) Museum B (2) 

 

Primarily for institutions that offer professional (B.F.A.) baccalaureate 

programs. 

 

 Moderator: Bruce Brockman, University of Arizona 

 Recorder: Frank Castronovo, Youngstown State University 

  

 (4) MASTER OF FINE ARTS Hershey/Crocker (2) 

 

Primarily for institutions that offer the terminal degree in a theatre practice 

area. 

 

 Moderator: Jay Herzog, Towson University 

 Recorder: Mark Dean, University of Montana  
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Friday (continued) 
 

3:45 p.m.- ROUNDTABLES BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION (continued) 

5:15 p.m. (Please note:  Institutions offering more than one type of program should choose 

a roundtable based on their current primary interest.) 

 

 (5) GRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAMS Flower (4) 

 

 Primarily for institutions that offer graduate research programs. 

 

 Moderator: Janet Wilson, Illinois State University 

 Recorder: Cynthia Stillings, Kent State University 
 

 (6) COMMUNITY/JUNIOR COLLEGES Spring (4) 

 

Primarily for community/junior colleges that offer theatre programs. 

 

 Moderator: James Spurrier, Vincennes University 

 Recorder: Thomas Colonna, Community College of Baltimore County  

 

 

5:00 p.m.- COCKTAIL RECEPTION Bunker Hill Foyer (2) 

6:15 p.m. (Cash Bar) 

 

 

5:45 p.m.- ROUNDTABLE FOR NON-DEGREE-GRANTING Museum A (2) 

7:15 p.m. INSTITUTIONS 

 

This session will provide attendees with an opportunity to pose specific issues 

and questions for consideration by the entire group. Topics for consideration 

will be determined in advance, based on written suggestions solicited from the 

membership and attendees. It will also be possible to raise questions from the 

floor. The fundamental purpose of this session is to share issues and expertise 

across a broad range of topics germane to theatre in higher education. 

 

 Moderator: Stephanie Thompson, Dell’Arte International School of  

 Physical Theatre 

 

  

5:45 p.m.- OPEN FORUM:  HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES Museum B (2) 

7:15 p.m. AND UNIVERSITIES 

 

An opportunity for discussion of issues important to theatre programs in 

Historically Black Institutions. Topics include but are not limited to admission, 

recruitment, retention; financial support; and fundraising. All meeting attendees 

are welcome. 

 

 Moderator: Tommie Stewart, Alabama State University  

 

 

5:45 p.m.- U/RTA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING Hershey/Crocker (2) 

7:15 p.m. 
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Saturday, March 26 

 
7:30 a.m.- BOARD OF DIRECTORS BREAKFAST MEETING Museum A (2) 

9:00 a.m. 

 

 

8:00 a.m.- USING HEADS STATISTICAL DATA FOR  Hershey/Crocker (2) 

9:00 a.m. INSTITUTIONAL PLANNING AND PROJECTIONS 

 

The institutional research data gathered and compiled by the Higher Education 

Arts Data Services Project constitute a unique and valuable resource for theatre 

executives at degree-granting institutions. This session will provide a detailed 

overview of statistics contained in the HEADS Data Summaries (the aggregate 

reports compiled annually from HEADS Data Surveys), the use of HEADS 

Special Reports for comparison among specific peer institutions, and potential 

uses for HEADS data in local policy discussions and administrative planning. 

 

 Mark Marion, NAST National Office 

 

 
9:15 a.m.- DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: Bunker Hill (2) 

10:45 a.m. THE NEW CONVERGENCE 

 

Technological capabilities continue to expand and artists continue to seek new 

forms of expression. Historically, the technological advance is faster than ever 

and the impact on design creativity is enormous. This session will look ahead 

and consider the interaction of design and technology in professional 

preparation. 

 

 Stacey Fox, University of Kansas  

      

 

11:00 a.m.- SEMINAR ON ADMINISTRATION Bunker Hill (2) 

12:30 p.m. AND MANAGEMENT 

 

The case study method will be featured as the seminar looks at a number of 

issues typically faced by administrators in these times. It will provide an 

opportunity to reflect and combine various conference themes: futures of the 

field, educational goals, economic conditions, with priority-setting and program 

delivery in the present economic context. 

 

 Presenters: Lee Byron, Ithaca College  

   Annie-Laurie Wheat, Winthrop University  

  

 

12:30 p.m. ADJOURNMENT OF 46
TH

 NAST ANNUAL MEETING  

 

 AFTERNOON AND EVENING IN LOS ANGELES 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

The NAST 47th Annual Meeting will be held 

March 22-24, 2012 at the Westin Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


